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MESSAGE FROM
THOMAS SCHIRRMACHER

Secretary General, World E vangelical Alliance

Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran stated at the launch of the document in
2011: “Today represents an historic moment in our shared Christian witness”
and my predecessor as Secretary General of the World Evangelical Alliance,
Geoff Tunnicliffe, said: “Today we write history”. Yet the document could
have casily shared the fate of many other documents, who ten years later are
only known to a small number of experts and did not really change anything.
Paper doesn’t blush.

“Christian Witness in a multi-religious World” is well and alive. The doc-
ument has not only been referred to all over the globe, has not only been
translated in many languages, and did not only lead to many symposiums
and books, but has been made the reference point by the Wotld Council of
Churches in its famous mission statement. ,

Having kept up to date with the use of the document wotldwide, I would
judge, that the three bodies are on an equal level in emphasizing the document
globally. That is, they all constantly use the document on international, region-
al, national and local levels on their own motivation without waiting for the
others to go ahead first.

The document seems to be living first of all because it is in line with
the thinking of each body itself and not first of all because it is an ecu-
menical document. This is an unusual result of my research, yet proves that
the document is not just a result of diplomacy and compromise, but reflects
something, that all three bodes signing it see as genuine Christian. Somehow
the document hit a mark and tells a story that belongs to the DNA of the
Christian faith.

I see four areas of effects of the document:

1. Interfaith relations (interreligious dialogue): This kind of dialogue
was accepted by all three bodies alike and is no longer seen in opposition to
the mission mindedness of the church, as stated in the first sentence of the
document. Since 2011 WEA has become a major actor in international dia-
logue between major religious leaders. WEA was also represented by its top
people at all major conferences around the globe. One stream is to work to-



34 Thomas §, Db

(Ic/)(,r

nd a just and peaceful society, the othe, i
. ea

gether for the common good a 4
d

is to discuss matters of truth first-

Oor rumour or misperceptions. B s ot
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