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JȸƏȇƳ�ȒȵƺȇǣȇǕ�ǔȒȸ�ȅƺǕƏƬǝɖȸƬǝټɀ�ȇƺɯ�ǔƏƬǣǼǣɎɵ�ȇƺƏȸ�¨Əȸǣɀ 

WEA Secretary General Thomas Schirrmacher participated in the opening of a grand new 
evangelical church space on 11 September 2021 as the Martin Luther King Church, affiliated with the 
Assemblies of God in France, opened its striking 
JȸƏȇƳ�¨Əȸǣɀ�ǔƏƬǣǼǣɎɵ�ǣȇ�!ȸƻɎƺǣǼً�ɀȒɖɎǝ�Ȓǔ�¨Əȸǣɀِ  

Áǝƺ�ȅƺǕƏƬǝɖȸƬǝټɀ�ȇƺɯ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ǝƏɀ�ƏɎɎȸƏƬɎƺƳ�
plenty of attention. Its main auditorium has a 
giant 360-degree screen, a restaurant with a 
rooftop terrace, a fun park, and a sports hall. 

In his remarks, Schirrmacher recalled the 
terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, twenty 
ɵƺƏȸɀ�ƺƏȸǼǣƺȸً�ƏȇƳ�ɀɎƏɎƺƳًٻ��ɀ�!ǝȸǣɀɎǣƏȇɀً�ɯƺ�ƬƏȸȸɵ�Ə�
universal message of unity and hope to a world in 
which anger, rejection, and lack of mutual 
understanding lead people to death and war. Yet 
the message we bring is believable only if we have 
ǼƺƏȸȇƺƳ�ɎȒ�ƳǣɀȵǼƏɵ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɖȇǣɎɵ�ƏȅȒȇǕɀɎ�ȒɖȸɀƺǼɮƺɀِ�ٌ� 

�ÁȒƳƏɵً�Əɀ�ɯƺ�ǕƏɎǝƺȸ�ɎȒǕƺɎǝƺȸ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ɎƏƫǼƺ�Ȓǔ�ƫȸȒɎǝƺȸǝȒȒƳ�ƳƺɀƬȸǣƫƺƳ�ƫɵ�(ȸِ�xƏȸɎǣȇ�nɖɎǝƺȸ�kǣȇǕً�hȸًِٻ
in the spirit of holy communion and love established for us by Christ, we must realize that before we 
can demonstrate the love of the Savior to the nations through humanitarian aid and social services, it 
is essential that these nations have the chance to see this same love at work among us. May they see 
ǣȇ�ɖɀ�Ȓȇƺ�ǝƺƏȸɎ�ƏȇƳ�Ȓȇƺ�ɀȵǣȸǣɎ�ǣȇ�ɖȇǣɎɵً�ǣȇ�ƏƬƬȒȸƳƏȇƬƺ�ɯǣɎǝ�hƺɀɖɀټ�ƬȒȅȅƏȇƳ�ǔȒȸ�ǝǣɀ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺِټ  

Thomas Schirrmacher with Senior Pastor Ivan Carluer 
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